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Letter from the Director
“It was a life changing experience.” These were the words constantly repeated by many of the students that were
part of LALSI’s Spring Break Tour to Cuba led by Dr. Barbara Mundy (see picture below). In many ways those
are the same words I would use to describe “the trip” of leading one of the most vibrant Latin American and
Latino Studies programs in the country today. The Spring Break Tour to Cuba was just the cherry on top of a
series of world-class events that included hosting: United Nation’s Latin American representatives such as Ms.
Alicia Barcena, head of CEPAL (thanks to the initiative of Amb. Juan Carlos Vignaud); Transnational lawyer
Almudena Bernabeu (thanks to the initiative of Dr. Hector Lindo-Fuentes); and one of the most gifted scholars of
our times, Dr. Jean Franco (thanks to the initiative of Dr. Arnaldo Cruz-Malavé). It was precisely this
collaborative spirit, although exhausting at times, which was the most rewarding aspect of heading such a
prestigious center as LALSI. At the end of the day, we are all better for the wear. There is no doubt in my mind
that the Fordham community and students have been enriched by the multiple events and opportunities to engage
with the vibrant Latin American and Latino experience that surrounds them.
Thanks to all for what has been without a doubt a labour of love. Particular thanks to the executive committee
members: Profs. Barbara Mundy, Monica Rivera-Mindt, Luz Lenis and Sal Acosta for their unwavering support.
Thanks as well to Prof. Rafael Lamas for accepting to be associate director for a semester “por el amor al arte.”
Many thanks to all the graduate students, Dewis Shallcross, Maria Aponte, Jessica Alcántara, Megan Barnum,
and Joel de Andrade, to name a few, that did so much work for all of our LALSI events. Finally, the most sincere
gratitude to my fellow warrior in the trenches: Thanks to Isaac Tercero for all his work and commitment, and for
seeing so many projects through, at times in the most challenging of circumstances. To all, mis más sinceros
agradecimientos.
Cover picture: View of Cuban flag at the
Museo de la Revolución in Havana

Left: Cuban Spring Break Group at the
Plaza de la Revolución in Havana (with
Che in the background)
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Study Abroad – Havana, Cuba

Fordham students in front of EXILE installation (in front of the Escuelas Nacionales de Arte)

O

ur one-week course in Havana, Cuba over spring break (March 14-22, 2014) was an amazing
experience. Nineteen Fordham undergraduates (pictured above) joined two faculty members from
Latin American and Latino Studies (Profs. Mundy [Art History] and Benavides [Anthropology]).
Above, the students are at the Escuelas Nacionales de Arte. From left, they are: Kedwien Valdez, Manuela
Rodriguez, Jeandery Suarez, Yani Pena, Alessandro Monetti, Patryk Tomaszewski, Kristine Mijatovich, Allison
Pfingst (seated), Amalia Vavala, Sean Coari, Vince Favetta, Pasquale Gianni, Tim Bouffard, James Lassen,
Qinrui Hua, Dezsi Desmond, Echo Zhou, Allie Burns, Lauren Kawulicz. The sculpture behind them spells out
the word EXILE, an appropriate reminder of the complex cultural, linguistic, historical and political moments
that Cubans (like so many other Americans in the continent) are living on both sides of the border. The inclusion
of many of the students, as well as Prof. Benavides, was made possible by generous grants from the office of the
Provost, the Dean of Faculty, and the Deans of Rose Hill and Lincoln Center.
Under glorious Havana skies, we spent much of the week getting to know the city, its architecture, its art and
its artists. Visits to the Casa Vedado and Museo Dulce María Loynaz allowed us to see how elite Cubans lived
before the Revolution; walks along the Malecón, in Havana Vieja and Vedado and encounters with Habaneros
revealed to us the living conditions of today. Casa de las Americas. Cuba's premiere cultural institution, was our
partner in organizing the course. At the Casa we enjoyed presentations on contemporary cinema, musical
performances by young musicians as well as the Grammy-winning dance band, Los Van Van. At the Museo de
Bellas Artes, we saw the surrealist-and-santería inspired paintings of Wilfredo Lam and discussed work by
contemporary artists (José Bedia, Los Carpinteros).
A visit to the studio of Rafael Villares, an emerging young artist, and a curator talk at El Aglutinador, an
alternative art space, gave us a window onto the art scene of today. Best of all was the architecture. Not always
out of choice, Havana has preserved its urban architecture from before 1960, and the spectrum of early 20th
century architecture is unique to the city, as in other American cities it has been largely destroyed by later
development. Our trip culminated in a visit to Havana's National Schools of Art, five complexes first envisioned
during a Che-Fidel golf game (they then appropriated the country club) in an enthusiastic surge following the
Revolution.
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Study Abroad – Havana, Cuba
The Schools' architects (including Ricardo Porro) used the materials then available (concrete, brick, tile) and
pushed the technology of the Catalan vault to new heights. In two of the schools, we saw young visual artists and
modern dancers at work; two of the others lie abandoned (below), but their durable structures hold firm against
the aggressive tropical forest.

Escuelas Nacionales de Arte (abandoned complex)

It was an extraordinary experience for us all; the students were remarkable in their eager immersion into
Havana's rhythms and we all took advantage of the city well beyond planned activities. We listened to Cuban
jazz, saw Flamenco dancers, swam in turquoise Caribbean waters, and cheered on Havana's baseball team in a
playoff victory (Industriales 9, Santiago de Cuba, 7). Day in and day out, we were able to meet and talk to
Cubans, to learn about their experiences living in a country so changed by the Revolution and to share hopes for
the future. Such encounters are transformative, in that they allow one to see oneself and one's accepted way of
life through the eyes of another. Travel to Cuba helped us understand both Cuba and ourselves a little better.
~ Barbara E. Mundy
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Reflection on Havana, Cuba

Paseo del Prado in Havana

Much of Old Havana is built on land that once belonged to the sea. When the tide rises and the waves
violently splash over the seafront known as the malecón, Habaneros say that the sea is reclaiming what was once
hers. When we went to Cuba, the land of my mother and a place that colonized a mythic space in my childhood
mind, I decided to walk the length of the wall. I wanted to stand on Cuba’s limit and consider the sea that formed
both a symbol of limitless opportunity and ceaseless oppression. As I walked, the waves continued to hit the
malecón, as they have for centuries, and the tide began to rise. As the waves punched over the wall and washed
over me, I could feel Havana trying to call me back. I always knew that in some way I belonged to that land, but
it was not until the day the sea tried to reclaim me that I actually felt that I was part of it.
The Havana that we experienced, much as I felt on that day, was split in twos. We saw beautiful examples of
colonial and modern architecture that predated the Revolution of 1959, as well as the National Art Schools,
designed in part by Ricardo Porro, envisioned by Fidel Castro and Che Guevara. We saw the successes of the
Revolution—the support for the arts in visits to museums and an artist’s studio, the healthcare system—and
people who spoke with us about their poverty and their desire to travel outside of the island. As we sat on the
malecón and looked at the waters that formed a very real border, an end, but also part of the spectacular beauty of
Havana, we began to understand the rhythm, the lived experience, the spirit and the double identity of Cuba.
Whether we were listening to the rhythm of boleros and sones in la Habana Vieja or making friends with
members of the punk, goth, skater youth subcultures on la Avenida de los Presidentes, we listened to the words of
the Cuban writer Alejo Carpentier: “Los mundos nuevos deben ser vividos antes de ser explicados” (New worlds
need to be lived before being explained).
James Lassen Reyes
Study Abroad Havana, Cuba
March 14-22, 2014

LALSI | BOLETIN
6

Photos from Havana, Cuba

Building in Habana Vieja (Old Havana)

Street in Habana Vieja (Old Havana)

LALSI | BOLETIN
7

Queering Paradigms V – Quito, Ecuador
Queering Paradigms V (QP5): “Queering Narratives
of Modernity”
Quito, Ecuador, February 20-21-22, 2014
After attending QP IV in Rio de Janeiro last year, it was
an incredible feeling to host QP V in the Andes this
Spring, 2014. As a queer Ecuadorian scholar, it was
particularly meaningful to form part of the Conference’s
Executive Organizing Committee and to contribute to an
event of this magnitude for the first time in the Andes.
O. Hugo Benavides, LALSI Director 2013-2014
Conference Theme
Bringing QP5 to a region where debates on colonialism
remain vigorous and indigenous politics dynamic was
the occasion to explore what queer approaches can do to
imaginaries of modernity. The central theme of the
conference explored the intersection of queer studies
with post- and de-colonial studies. It questioned how
post- and de-colonial paradigms can be queered, how
the queer can be decolonized, and the implications of
such conversations on hegemonic and alternative
Church of the Compañía of Jesus, Quito Ecuador; from left to understandings of modernity. In the process, the
Right: Bianca Mijares, Kasey Zapatka (both Sociology graduate conference was the occasion to foster conversations
students at Fordham), and Profs. Hugo Benavides, Memory
among various Souths in the global political economy
Mphaphuli and Arnaldo Cruz-Malavé

and to push the boundaries of what the socalled global south means and how it is
conceptualized.
The five conference tracks connected and interrelated well: 1) legalities; 2) families; 3)
indigeneities; 4) language and representation;
5) post-colonialities; they paid particular
attention to symbols of the modern and the
premodern, exploring the religious and the
secular, problematizing gay marriage, looking
into indigeneities, and revisiting race and
spirituality from queer perspectives.

Picture (not postcard!) of Cotopaxi volcano (taken by Dr. Cruz-Malavé
from airplane)
LALSI | BOLETIN
8

Queering Paradigms V – Quito, Ecuador

Prof. Arnaldo Cruz-Malavé with llamas at the archaeological site of Cochasquí

In the effort to understand how queer perspectives can propose alternative ways of thinking modernity, QP5
generated spaces to consider the importance of art broadly defined and the possibilities it creates for further
dialogue and intersections with Queer Studies. The event fomented a horizontal dialogue of mainstream
scholarship with and through art, further, seeking to discuss, articulate and theorize the impact of art, and to
combine activist approaches and academic concerns without antagonizing both.

"View of Guapulo neighborhood and Valley of Tumbaco (picture taken by Dr. Cruz-Malavé)
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Trastocar: Queering Paradigms International Conference

Sociology graduate student, Kasey Zapatka, giving his paper at Queering Paradigms V

Trastocar: Queering Paradigms International Conference
This past February 2014, I was fortunate enough to present a paper at Trastocar, the Fifth International Conference Queering Paradigms
in Quito, Ecuador. This was the first time that the conference had come to the Andes, a region where the legacy of colonialism continues
to shape the political and social dynamics for many Ecuadorians.
Over 200 queer scholars, theorists, and students from all around the world attended, bringing with them unique experiences from diverse
areas of the world. The central theme of this conference explored the intersection of queer studies with post- and de-colonial studies in
an effort to continue questioning how these important paradigms can be queered and decolonized.
As a Master’s student in Sociology, this was a rare opportunity to leave the country and engage other scholars, theorists, and students in
formative dialogue. The conference sessions and events became spaces to discuss and theorize about queer movements within post- and
de-colonial frameworks, while conversations in and around Quito helped us to understand the implications of such discourses and how
they have and continue to shape hegemonic understandings of the modern world. My paper presentation gave me good international
conference experience; the feedback on my paper was very insightful and helpful.
As a whole, this conference experience was an important opportunity to engage my sociological imagination in order to better
understand and contextualize the diverse experiences of queer people around the world.
Kasey Zapatka
Trastocar: Queering Paradigms International Conference
February 2014
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Lawyer Seeks Justice for Jesuit Massacre
By Ian McKenna
Editor-in-Chief, Fordham Observer
Published: March 25, 2013
The Latin American and Latino
Studies Institute and the Institute of
International Humanitarian Affairs at
Fordham College at Lincoln Center
(FCLC), in conjunction with Columbia
University Seminar on Latin America,
hosted Almudena Bernabeu, international
attorney and Transitional Justice Program
Director at the Center for Justice and
Accountability (CJA), to discuss the
prosecution of the case of a 1989 Jesuit
massacre in El Salvador. In total, six
Jesuits were killed in addition to two
women who were sharing the Jesuit
residence.
“I knew each one of the six Jesuits that
were assassinated,” Dr. Margaret E.
Almudena Bernabeu during the ‘Transnational Justice’ Talk. March 25, 2013.
Crahan, senior research scholar at
Columbia University’s Institute of Latin
American Studies, said during her introduction to the night’s event. “Some of my students wanted to know when this happened; they
couldn’t conceive of it happening, those of us who were working in the human rights field at the time remember it very very well—and
with great pain.” Bernabeu was part of the team that sought justice for the crime; as stated on the CJA’s website, “in 2008, CJA filed a
criminal case in Madrid against former Salvadoran President Alfredo Cristiani Burkard and 14 former military officers and soldiers for
their role in the murder.” Currently, the case is waiting on one key component, the extradition of the Inocente Montano, El Salvador’s
former vice minister of defense and public safety. He is currently serving a 21-month stint in a state prison in Massachusetts for
immigration fraud. “That’s not ideal,” Bernabeu said, “but it’s better than nothing.” She hopes to move forward with the case in Spain
upon his release and extradition.
“Are you at all worried about him not being extradited?” one student asked afterwards.
“You are absolutely right; when I think about this, I have a bad night,” Bernabeu replied, eliciting laughter from the crowd.
The student apologized, to more laughter.
“No, it’s okay!” she said. “I set myself up for this. It’s my fault!”
Bernabeu said that one of the main problems facing the prosecution is the American attitude towards extradition. “The United States, in
my experience, is not a country that likes to cooperate,” Bernabeu said. “In that way, I am kind of sailing against the waves.”
“How do you keep your hope?” another audience member asked, even questioning how she would deal with knowing that justice might
not even be brought about in her lifetime.
“That’s a tricky question,” she said, to even more laughter. “I will say one thing; I am very optimistic. It is my nature.”
She admitted that she sometimes struggles with her position—”I question myself daily, or weekly. It depends on the month. But Jon de
Cortina, another Jesuit and a dear friend of mine from El Salvador who has passed, said, “But if you don’t do it, then who the hell is
going to do it?’”
“So that is what I say to you,” she said, addressing the audience directly. “If you don’t do it, who the heck is going to do it? If you have
it, you feel that you can do it, just do it. You will find the way. It’s going to happen.”
This article can be viewed here: http://www.fordhamobserver.com/lawyer-seeks-justice-for-jesuit-massacre/
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Cruel Modernity

Dr. Jean Franco

On Wednesday, April 2, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., a panel discussion of the latest book by acclaimed cultural
critic Jean Franco came to Fordham College Lincoln Center. The event Cruel Modernity was held with Chris
GoGwilt (Comparative Literatures), Cynthia Vich (Modern Languages and Literatures), and Arnaldo CruzMalavé (Modern Languages and Literatures) in Conversation with the Author. This event was sponsored by the
Department of Modern Languages and Literatures, the Department of English Studies, the Latin American and
Latino Studies Institute, Comparative Literatures, Peace and Justice Studies, American Studies, Women’s
Studies, the Institute of International Humanitarian Affairs, the Office of Multicultural Affairs, and the Fordham
University School of Law
In Cruel Modernity, Jean Franco examines the way cruelty in its various forms—genocide, torture,
disappearance, and rape—has become during the modern period the instrument of armies, governments, rebels,
and rogue groups throughout the Americas. Drawing on a wealth of testimonial archives, state, police, and
human rights commission reports, literary accounts, art and film, Prof. Franco shows how these cruel practices,
which have fostered an extreme form of masculinity whose unspeakable brutality has been exercised mainly
against indigenous populations and women, have become institutionalized and normalized in the Americas for
the purposes of creating what its perpetrators perceive as modern societies.
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Colombia Pre-Health Exchange

Fordham student group in Cali, Colombia
For the past two years, my spring breaks have been spent roaming the streets of NYC and attempting to catch up on my school
work. This year was different in every way. I, along with eleven other very special students and one Fordham University chaperone,
Renaldo, embarked on a Pre-Health exchange trip to Cali, Colombia. We stayed on the grounds of Pontificia Universidad Javeriana
Cali, a Jesuit University in the southern part of Cali. From the minute we saw our chaperones, Carolina and Manuela, we knew it was
going to be an amazing week. Before even landing, we able to familiarize ourselves with the itinerary for the week and we knew we
had so much to look forward to. Our events included visiting private hospitals, call clinics, public hospitals, a children’s hospital, as well
as visiting a community based center. We met with numerous medical students and teachers from the University including the dean of
the medical school himself, Dr. Pedro José Villamizar Beltrán, MD. I cannot express enough just how welcoming and warm the
students and teachers we met were.
They went out of their way to make sure that we had the experience of a lifetime, and that we did! In addition to the medical
aspect of this trip, we also indulged in many cultural activities, including a percussion class, salsa dancing, and an endless amount of
Colombian coffee and food. Every day was a treat to wake up at la Villa Javier, and it is safe to say all twelve of us students miss being
there. This experience was truly “life changing” and “eye opening”. I speak for myself, but probably most of the group as well, when I
say that we would go back in a heartbeat if we could. We give a special thanks to everyone who helped put this program together,
including our dean here, Dr. Luz Lenis, and all of our chaperones: Manuela Fernández Beiro, Carolina Gómez Salas, and Renaldo Alba.
We also give a very special thanks to our international liaisons: Fernando Calero and Miguel Rodríguez Vivas. Without them this
simply would not have been possible. Our expectations were exceeded and it was all because of those aforementioned. I recommend
this trip to any pre-med students looking for a true immersion experience and who are ready to learn about a health care system different
than our own and to whoever is excited to build relationships with very prestigious and hardworking individuals in another country.
Anthony Matus
Colombia Pre-health Exchange
March 16-23, 2014
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Faculty News
Prof. O. Hugo Benavides (Sociology/Anthropology) is currently stepping down as Director of the Latin American
and Latino Studies Institute at Fordham in order to take on the responsibilities as Chair of the
Sociology/Anthropology Department.
During the last two years he has published six articles: 1) “Dreaming in Latin: Telenovelas for Export and the
Production of the Global South,” in: Global Latin America, M. Guttman and J. Lesser (eds.), University of California
Press (forthcoming); 2) “Latino Archaeological Heritage: Sites, Memories and Discourses in the Politics of the Past,”
in: Cultural Heritage and Immigration, C. Holtorf, A. Pantazatos, and G. Scarre (eds.), Cambridge University Press (forthcoming); 3)
2014 “The Case of the Andes: Heritage and the Politics of Cultural Obliteration,” in: Blackwell Companion to the New Heritage
Studies, W. Logan, A. Deakin, and M. Nic Creath (eds.), Wiley-Blackwell (forthcoming); 4) “Postcolonial Archaeologies,” in
Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology, Section Editor, Ndukuyakhe Ndlovu, Indigenous Archaeology, New York City: Springer Press
(2013); 5) and 6) “Ecuador” and “Popular Culture and Globalization” in: Oxford Bibliographies / Latin American Studies, B. Vinson
(editor), Oxford University Press; oxfordbibliographies.com (2013).
During this time he also has given six talks, including: 1) “Human Rights, Brazil and the World Cup,” Fordham University,
Lincoln Center, 7th International Studies Annual Conference, April, 2014; 2) “Andean Whiteness and Sexualities in El Sexto,” in the
roundtable on “Racial Histories, Patriarchies and White Specters in Latin America,” Queering Paradigms V Conference, Quito,
Ecuador, February, 2014; 3) “Dancing with Death: The Politics of Race and Life in the Andes,” as part of the Ralph Watkins Lecture
Series, SUNY-Oneonta, September, 2013; and 4-6) three lectures at the University of Pretoria on: “History and Justice: A View from
Latin America,” “Postcolonial Archaeology,” and “History, Heritage and Human Rights,” at the departments of journalism,
anthropology, and criminology and social work, August, 2013.
He also published three book reviews: 1)“Narco-Epics: A Global Aesthetics of Sobriety,” Latin American Literary Review
(forthcoming); 2)“Sharing Knowledge and Cultural Heritage: First Nations of the Americas (Studies in Collaboration with Indigenous
Peoples from Greenland, North America and South America)” Museum Anthropology 36 (1): 85-86 (2013); and 3) "Threading
Gender and Race to Place in Latin America: ‘The Stony Contradictory Ground of the Current’," which assesses four contemporary
books on Latin American sexual politics, in The Journal of Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies (forthcoming).
Among several other activities he also: 1) was discussant on the panel on “Latin America sin fronteras: Reconceptualizing
Geopolitical Boundedness and Anthropological Knowledge Production,” American Anthropological Association meetings, Chicago,
November, 2013; 2) was part of the executive organizing committee of Queering Paradigm V, which was held in Quito, Ecuador,
February, 2014; 3) will be teaching a summer course at the Jesuit Universidad Iberoamericana in Puebla, Mexico, titled “Pyramids,
Gods and Mummies: The Transnational Migration of Culture,” June, 2014; 4) has been invited to guest lecture on Andean Culture and
Literature at the University of Pretoria’s Modern Language Department for three weeks this summer, (2014); 5) was invited to lead the
Social Science Research Council/Mellon Mays Graduate Workshop for Proposal Writing, Cape Town, South Africa, January, 2014; 6)
was invited to be part of the external review committee for Holy Cross’ sociology/anthropology department, March, 2014; and 7) was
also invited to participate as discussant and speaker in the VII Reunión de Teoría Arqueológica de América del Sur en San Felipe,
Chile, in October, 2014.
Finally, he also has been invited to be the Barnard College Mellon Mays Distinguished Lecturer for 2014-2015 and was promoted
to full Professor of sociology/anthropology this Spring.

Professor Arnaldo Cruz-Malavé (Modern Languages and Literatures) was appointed Associate Director of the Latin American and
Latino Studies Institute and member of the Executive Committee of American Studies. He continued to serve as member of the
Fordham University Press and on the Editorial Boards of the Arizona Journal of Hispanic Cultural Studies (University of Arizona), and
CENTRO: Journal of the Center for Puerto Rican Studies (Hunter College, City University of New York). This spring he organized a panel
at the international Queering Paradigms Conference held this year at the Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO) in
Quito, Ecuador, where he presented a paper on the dynamics of abjection and agency in New York Puerto Rican authors, Manuel
Ramos Otero and Giannina Braschi. The panel was broadcast to 14 stations in Ecuador. He also presented a paper on the queer
colonial subject in Puerto Rican diasporic writing at the colloquium “Islas y diáspora del Caribe hispano en el siglo XXI” sponsored by
the Department of Spanish and Portuguese at Princeton University. His essay, “Entre la épica y el consumo: Lezama y las
revoluciones,” is forthcoming later this year in the new anthology of criticism on the great Latin America author José Lezama Lima,
Asedios a lo increado: Nuevas aproximaciones a José Lezama Lima, edited by Marta Hernández-Salván, Juan Pablo Lupi, Jorge Marturano,
which will be published by Verbum in Spain.
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Faculty News
Professor Michael E. Lee (Theology) is serving this year as President of the Academy of Catholic Hispanic Theologians of the
United States (ACHTUS). Last August, he took part in a forum at the Universidad Centroamericana José Simeón Cañas (San
Salvador) entitled, “El Legado de Ignacio Ellacuría, SJ.” He also edited, translated and provided an introductory chapter to Ignacio
Ellacuría, Essays on History, Liberation, and Salvation (Orbis Books, 2013). On March 24, he delivered a lecture sponsored by the Latin
American Studies program at Gettysburg College entitled “Oscar Romero: Politics of Sainthood and the Future of Catholicism in
Latin America.”

On Tuesday, March 25, 2014, at Fordham University at Lincoln Center, Professor Hector Lindo-Fuentes (History) participated in
“Transnational Justice”, a talk given by Almudena Bernabeu, international attorney & Transitional Justice Program Director at the
Center for Justice and Accountability, concerning the prosecution of the case of the 1989 Jesuit massacre in El Salvador.

On March 20, 2013, at Fordham University, Professor Gioconda Marún (Modern Languages and Literatures) organized with Prof.
Carl Fischer a multimedia and literary presentation with the author Andrés Neuman, titled “Una conversación con Andrés Neuman".
Prof. Marún gave a book presentation, “Latinoamérica y la literatura mundial” (Buenos Aires: Editorial Dunken, 2013) at the
University of San Juan, Argentina for the 40th Anniversary Celebration of the University on December 18, 2013. Prof. Marun also
gave a scholarly presentation, “La memoria histórica en El caso Neruda frente al resto de la narrativa detectivesca de Roberto
Ampuero” at the International Congress in Porto, Lisbon on June 12-15 2013.

Professor Clara Rodriguez (Sociology and Anthropology) presented a paper on February 21, 2014, at the Eastern Sociological
Society Annual Meeting in Baltimore, Md. on Race and Hollywood: Challenging Representations in Television and Film. Prof. Rodriguez
published a book review of Wendy D. Roth’s Race Migrations (Stanford University Press) for the Journal of American Studies, as well as
an academic journal article, “Latino Racial Reporting in the U.S.: To Be or Not to Be” in the Sociological Compass. Prof. Rodriguez
also wrote a web essay titled Latin Looks in Hollywood over Time (Advertising Educational Foundation) as part of a project entitled,
“Race, Ethnicity and Advertising in America 1890-Today,” directed by Fath Davis Ruffins, Curator of African American History and
Culture at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of American History. Prof. Rodriguez was mentioned on November 6,
2013 in Huffington Post article, “Latinos Attend More Movies Than Anyone Else But Are the Least Represented on Screen,” by
Kathleen Miles and in October 2013 in La Respuesta article “Remembering and Honoring the Passionate Life of Dr. Antonia Pantoja,”
by Andre Lee Muñiz and Jonathan Morales.

Professor Cynthia Vich (Modern Languages and Literatures) joined professors Chris GoGwilt and Arnaldo Cruz-Malavé in the
presentation of acclaimed cultural critic and author Jean Franco’s book Cruel Modernity, which was held on Wednesday, April 2nd, 2014
at Fordham Law School.
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Friends and Student News

Pedro Cameselle, Ph.D. History Candidate

Pedro M. Cameselle, a doctoral candidate in Fordham’s history
department, was awarded the prestigious Fulbright-IIE grant to
continue his dissertation project in Uruguay during the academic
year 2014-15. His archival research in the United States,
Uruguay, and Argentina explores Uruguay-U.S. foreign relations
during the Franklin D. Roosevelt era. Through research in
Montevideo, Pedro aims to examine the cultural and political
values tied to the image of FDR, to gauge the influence these
values had on Uruguayan views of the United States and its
foreign policy, as well as on local and international politics in
Uruguay. While this study is wide-ranging, Pedro focuses on the
failed U.S. attempt to secure military bases in the River Plate
region after war erupted in Europe. By taking into account
cultural factors to examine why U.S. continental defense
strategies in Uruguay encountered such resistance despite FDR’s
unprecedented popularity, Pedro hopes to generate a more
complete view of U.S.-Latin American relations.

Jessica Alcantara, GSAS’14
Life After LALSI
The time I spent with the LALSI program at Fordham has been incredibly valuable. Immediately after my
studies with LALSI, I began a JD program at Columbia Law School. It has been very helpful to come to the study
of law with the interdisciplinary background that LALSI provided. I am a member of several student
organizations here, including the Latino Law Student Association and the Black Law Student Association. In
addition, I will be on the executive board next year for the Law/Culture society, a group on campus geared
towards making institutional space for engagement with Law from diverse perspectives in the humanities and
social sciences.
My studies in LALSI have also influenced me outside of the classroom as well. Whether it is learning about
housing discrimination (after studying gentrification with Prof. Gilbertson), or studying the South African
constitution (after learning about post-apartheid South Africa with Prof. Benavides), or even interacting in
organizations (after working with Prof. Vich in the LALSI office): LALSI and its teachings have benefitted me
well.
This summer I will be traveling to South Africa as part of the law school’s Human Rights Internship
Program. I will be interning at the Legal Resources Centre in Grahamstown, South Africa, working for education
rights. My desire to work in South Africa is a direct result of having taken Prof. Benavides’ class on Race,
Memory, and Development. Overall, I am thankful for the LALSI program and I hope to continue to incorporate
it into my future studies and career.
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Ecuadorian Scholar of Gender, Sexuality
and Migration to Visit Fordham

T

María Amelia Viteri, Ph.D. Professor at FLACSO

he Ecuadorian gender and sexuality scholar María Amelia Viteri, who is a graduate from the Ph.D.
program in anthropology at American University in Washington, D.C., and presently a professor at the
Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO) in Quito, Ecuador, will be affiliated to
LALSI this summer as a visiting scholar. While at Fordham she will be engaged in a research project on
“Xenophobia and Securitization: the Ecuadorian Migrant Community in New York City.” Her research project
will analyze social attempts to “securitize” or isolate and insulate from the perceived threat of Ecuadorian
migration to New York City and their implication in discourses of xenophobia, sexual and gender phobias,
struggles over space, and questions of national belonging and legal status. It will build on initial findings from
research work that she conducted in NYC during the summer of 2011, which have now been published in the
Journal of Language and Sexuality (2014) and in the collection of essays on Latin American queer criticism,
research and theory, Resentir lo Queer: Miradas desde/con el Sur (2014), edited by her and published by the
Spanish publisher Egales. This summer Dr. Viteri will be holding a seminar on her on-going research in New
York City open to the faculty and graduate students.

Left to right: Professors Arnaldo CruzMalavé, María Amelia Viteri and O. Hugo
Benavides in Quito, Ecuador
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LALSI Instructor Honored by Alpha Sigma Lambda
Dr. Emilio Estela (LALS), one of our most popular Adjunct
Professors, who has been teaching in the Fordham School of
Professional and Continuing Studies since 1988, was recently
honored by Alpha Sigma Lambda, the premier honor society for
continuing education students, for his excellence in teaching
and outstanding contribution to Fordham’s adult students’
learning. Dr. Estela, who holds a Juris Doctor from Cornell
University and a BA from Fordham, was praised at the Annual
Alpha Sigma Lambda Honor Society’s induction ceremony this
year for enriching Fordham’s curricular offerings for the past
two decades with innovative courses on the experience of
Latinos and the legal system, and on the relationship of race and
ethnicity to the law that include not only legal texts but also
literary and cinematic representations of people’s experiences
with the law. Dr. Arnaldo Cruz-Malavé, the Associate Director
of LALSI, congratulated Dr. Estela for bringing the law to life
for our students with his vast experience as a Deputy Bureau
Chief of the New York County District Attorney’s Office.
Students, he said, were Dr. Estela’s greatest fans. They have
repeatedly given his classes high marks for his ability to
Dr. Emilio Estela (center) with wife Regina Martinez
Estela (FCRH’83; left) and Arnaldo Cruz-Malavé
transmit his deep knowledge of the theory and practice of the
law in an encouraging, engaging, stimulating, interactive and
sensitive manner. Indeed many students described Dr. Estela in their evaluations as “smart,” “funny,” “helpful,”
“inspirational,” and even “ridiculously entertaining.” Congratulations, Emilio!

Diversity Panel
On Friday, March 7, 2014, LALSI hosted several faculty and administrators from Dickinson College and
Fordham University who met to discuss the different challenges faced in terms of diversifying the American
Academy. The panel was conformed by Melissa García (Interim Director of Women’s Studies) and Brian
Patchcoski (Director of the Office of LGBTQ), both from Dickinson College and Dr. Micki McGee (Head of
American Studies) and Sofía Pertuz (Assistant Dean and Director of Multicultural Affairs) from Fordham
University. The panelists exchanged professional and personal experiences of the different manners in which
diversity gets stifled at the university level, and the reasons why diversifying the academy is of utmost
importance. Particular references were made to the striking divide between faculty and administrators, and how
essential it is to foster greater collaborative efforts between both groups. Finally, recommendations were made
for this kind of open-ended conversations to continue between these and other similar institutions.

LALSI | BOLETIN
18

Teaching Honors for Dr. Hector Lindo-Fuentes
Fordham University
Award for Excellence
Undergraduate Teaching in the Social Sciences
February 7, 2014
Dr. Héctor Lindo-Fuentes
Almost twenty years ago, a Fordham dean wrote of tonight’s honoree in the social sciences: “a major faculty
asset, a fine teacher, a strong scholar, and a good colleague of sound judgment.” These words are even more
accurate today than they were two decades ago. The author of numerous scholarly books and articles, our
honoree has also distinguished himself by the public service his scholarship has engendered. Tonight, however,
we focus on his teaching. Members of an introductory core class used words such as “amazing,” “awesome,”
“hilarious,” and “passionate” to describe his teaching. An advanced level student simply wrote, “I gave him 9s
for a reason.”
He holds a doctorate from the University of Chicago but his undergraduate education was completed in his
native land at the Universidad Centroamericana “José Simeón Cañas,” a Jesuit university in San Salvador. He
has had a major impact on higher education in El Salvador, and indeed, in all of Central America. His original
focus on economic history has grown to encompass both education and the politics of memory. He has been
enormously generous and effective in service, whether it be to the department or college, the United Nations or El
Salvador. Among our students, it is for his teaching that he is known. As one student wrote, “I had heard great
things about this professor and was still surprised how great the course was.”
For his great dedication to his students, and to the art of teaching, we honor Héctor Lindo-Fuentes with the
award for Distinguished Teaching in the Social Sciences, 2014.

Dr. Hector Lindo-Fuentes
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Congratulations Class of 2014!
Vianka Abreu, FCLC
Kirstin Adkison, FCRH
Jessica Alcantara (MA Degree)
Marcela Aliaga, GSAS (MA Degree)
Maria Aponte, GSAS (MA Degree)
Diana Betancur, GSAS (MA Degree)
Bridget Dahl, FCRH
*Maria Pia Desangles, FCLC
Nathalie Escobar, FCLC
Huiwen Fu, GSAS (MA Degree)
**Sara Haines, FCRH
Tara Larsen, RCRH
Jaime Rodriguez, FCLC (Summer Graduation)
Lizbeth Rodriguez, FCRH
Manuela Rodriguez, FCRH
Dewis Shallcross, GSAS (MA Degree)
Michael Joshua Soriano, FCRH (Summer
Graduation)
Cristel Taveras, FCLC
Rosangel Valerio, FCRH

*Graduating with honors from LALSI at LC
**LALSI’s Bernardo Vega Rigoberta Menchú
Tum Award recipient at Rose Hill

Photo: Santa María del Mar, Cuba

